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Kun Talebanin joukot tulivat Kabuliin,
monet pääkaupungin nuoret asukkaat
näkivät sen taistelijoita elävänä ensim-
mäistä kertaa elämässään. Osa paikallisis-
ta sanoo, että alkuviikkojen hiljaisen kau-
hun jälkeen tilalle on vähitellen tullut
jonkinlainen molemminpuolinen sopeu-
tuminen. Pinnan alla on kuitenkin paljon
pelkoa ja epävarmuutta. 

Jotkut haastateltavat haluavat tavata
meidät muualla kuin kotonaan, etteivät
naapurit tai Taleban näkisi heidän tekevän
yhteistyötä ulkomaalaisten kanssa. Toisi-
naan käy niin, että haastateltava arvoste-
lee Talebania mutta soittaa myöhemmin
peloissaan perään: voitteko poistaa sen
kohdan jutusta.

Tapaamme myös muualta maasta Kabu-
liin saapuneita turisteja, jotka ovat voineet
toteuttaa koko elämän kestäneen haaveen-
sa ja nähdä pääkaupungin. Ennen matkus-
taminen oli sodan vuoksi liian vaarallista.

Mutta monet tahtoisivat ennen muuta
lähteä maasta. Etenkin koulutetuista ihmi-
sistä lähestulkoon kaikki puhuvat siitä.

Talouskriisi näkyy joka puolella. Kabu-
lin katujen varsilla ihmiset myyvät omai-
suuttaan. On lastensänkyjä, pesukoneita,
sohvia, koriste-esineitä, jääkaappeja, ver-
hoja, kenkiä, peittoja.

Mies nimeltä Muhammad Rafi kertoo,
että monet tavarat ovat peräisin entisen
hallinnon työntekijöiltä, virkamiehiltä,
sotilailta ja opettajilta. Ihmisiltä, jotka
eivät olleet köyhiä aiemmin mutta jotka
nyt ovat ilman työtä tai toimeentuloa.
Rahapulassa he ovat tuoneet irtaimis-
toaan hänelle myytäväksi.

Kauppa käy huonosti, hän harmittelee.
Mutta kerran pari viikossa ihmisiä saapuu
muualta maasta pääkaupunkiin ostamaan
tarvikkeita. Silloin myös Talebanin sotilaat
käyvät ostamassa häneltä tavaroita kotei-
hinsa.

Mies madaltaa ääntään. Hän oli itse luut-
nantti Afganistanin armeijassa ennen kuin

se luhistui Talebanin edetessä. Siitä hän
puhuu vain vaimealla äänellä. Moni pel-
kää kostotoimia, vaikka Taleban lupasi an-
tautujille armahduksen.

Nyt entisen armeijan luutnantilla ei ole
jäljellä muuta toimeentuloa kuin kaupus-
tella vanhoja tavaroita uusille vallanpitäjil-
le. Hänkin tahtoisi päästä pois maasta.

T
alvi on tulossa. Aamut ovat Kabu-
lissa jo viileitä. Vuorten reunusta-
ma kaupunki sijaitsee korkealla,
1 800 metriä merenpinnan ylä-

puolella, ja talvisin lämpötila painuu usein
nollan alapuolelle. 

Eräänä aamuna ajamme kaupungin lai-
dalle, jossa ihmiset odottavat tien poskes-
sa ruoka-avustuksia. Miehille on oma jo-
nonsa, naisille omansa. Valtaosa jonon
naisista on pukeutunut sinisiin burkiin.
Joillakuilla on mukana pieniä lapsia.

Alue on vähävaraista, ja täällä asuu pal-
jon pataaneja, siis samaa etnistä ryhmää
kuin useimmat talebanit. Monet naiset

käyttivät burkia jo ennen talebanien tuloa.
Mutta paikalliset sanovat, että osa on pu-
keutunut burkaan varmuuden vuoksi,
koska tietävät talebanien olevan paikalla.

Puolen tusinaa Talebanin taistelijaa
vartioi rynnäkkökiväärit käsissään ruoka-
jakelua. 

He vahtivat väkijoukon järjestystä, mut-
ta ennen muuta he ovat paikalla Isis-K:n is-
kujen varalta. Isis-järjestön haararyhmä
on onnistunut iskemään pääkaupungissa
viime kuukausina samoilla keinoilla, joita
Taleban vähän aikaa sitten itse käytti vi-
hollisiaan vastaan: itsemurhapommittajil-
la ja autoihin kiinnitettävillä magneetti-
pommeilla. Vietämme Kabulissa viikon, ja
matkamme aikana kaupungissa räjähtää
neljä autopommia.

Kaiken keskellä ruokajakelupisteessä
antaa ohjeita Marzia Mohammed, 23-vuo-
tias kabulilainen naisaktivisti, jonka
perustama järjestö Afghan Social Organi-
zation for Women vastaa ruokajakelun to-
teuttamisesta.

Ruoka-avun ovat rahoittaneet Maailman
ruokaohjelma ja Yhdysvaltain kehitys-
yhteistyövirasto USAID. Yhdysvaltojen
avusta kiittäviä lakanoita on ripustettu
ruoanjakelupisteen seinälle. Humanitää-
rinen apu Afganistaniin jatkuu, mutta se
tavoittaa vain osan tarvitsevista.

Marzia Mohammedin kännykkä soi jat-
kuvasti. Hänen järjestönsä työntekijät pi-
tävät yllä järjestystä jonossa.

Työntekijät ovat jo aiemmin käyneet
apua hakeneiden kodeissa tarkastamassa
olot. Siten varmistetaan, että apu menee
niille, jotka tarvitsevat sitä kaikkein eni-
ten, Muhammed selittää.

Ne, joiden on todettu elävän köyhyydes-
sä, saavat paperilapun, jossa on heidän
henkilötietonsa ja yhteystietonsa. Ruoan-
jakelupaikalla tiedot tarkistetaan. 

Yksi kerrallaan avunsaajat pujahtavat
oviaukosta kellariin, josta he saavat mu-
kaansa jauhosäkin ja ruokaöljyä. Toisi-
naan tarjolla on myös linssejä, suolaa sekä
erityisvalmisteita raskaana oleville naisille

ja aliravituille lapsille. Tänään niitä ei ole
saatu.

Miehet kantavat säkkejä kellarista seläs-
sään. Jokainen perhe saa 46 kilon säkin Uz-
bekistanista tuotuja vehnäjauhoja ja 5 lit-
raa turkkilaista ruokaöljyä. Niiden pitäisi
riittää vähintään neljäksi kuukaudeksi.

Mohammed sanoo, että Taleban ei ole
yrittänyt estää hänen järjestönsä työtä tai
puuttunut naistyöntekijöiden toimintaan.
Vain naiset voivat mennä vieraiden per-
heiden koteihin, joten ilman heitä avun-
saajien tarkistamisesta ei tulisi mitään.

Tilanne ei ole sama kaikkialla Afganista-
nissa: suuressa osassa maata Taleban on
rajoittanut myös naisavustustyöntekijöi-
den pääsyä työpaikalle. Heitä on vaadittu
esimerkiksi kulkemaan töissäkin mies-
puolisen perheenjäsenen saattamana, mi-
kä käytännössä tekee työnteosta vaikeaa
tai mahdotonta.

Mohammed arvelee, että työskentely
kansainvälisen järjestön kanssa voi vaikut-
taa asiaan. Maailman ruokaohjelma vaati

Talebania sallimaan sen naistyöntekijöiden
paluun töihin, ja siihen suostuttiin.

Mohammad ei halua lähteä maasta. Hän
ei yrittänyt päästä pois silloinkaan, kun län-
simaat evakuoivat väkeä Kabulin lentoken-
tältä kaoottisissa oloissa. Hän sanoo halua-
vansa jäädä Afganistaniin ja auttaa ihmisiä.

”Minun täytyy yrittää pärjätä tämän ti-
lanteen kanssa”, hän sanoo.

Helppoa ei ollut aiemmankaan hallituk-
sen aikana. Silloin vaikutusvaltaiset tahot
saattoivat vaatia oman osuutensa avustuk-
sista.

Talebanin taistelijat sen sijaan eivät
vaadi heiltä rahaa tai ruokaa, hän sanoo.
Eivät, vaikka ovat usein itsekin nälkäisiä.

Ruokajakelua valvomassa on laiha tale-
banin taistelija, 19-vuotias Waraz.

Hänkään ei ole saanut palkkaa kolmeen
kuukauteen. Ennen he saivat myös ruo-
kaa, vaatteita ja kengät, Waraz sanoo, nyt
eivät edes sen vertaa.

Talebanin jäsenet kiipesivät Kabulissa sijaitsevaan uimahyppytorniin ottamaan selfieitä ja katselemaan maisemia.
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Naiset lapsinenn ovat tulleet jonottamaan ruoka-avustuksia jo varhain aamulla.

23-vuotias Marzia Mohammed on perustanut naisten oikeuksia ajavan järjestön, joka nyt jakaa ruoka-apua
köyhille. Toisin kuin moni muu, hän ei halua lähteä maasta.

Katujen varsilla 
ihmiset myyvät 
omaisuuttaan.

On pesukoneita, 
verhoja, kenkiä, 

sänkyjä, peittoja.
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L’appel au sacrifice  
des enfants yéménites

Marib, Aden (Yémen)
De notre envoyé spécial

P our une fois, la ligne de 
front est calme à Jabal 
Murad. Des dizaines de 
guerriers sont descendus 
des hauteurs aux roches 

striées du sud de Marib. Kalachni-
kovs en bandoulière, keffiehs pous-
siéreux sur la tête et vestes à muni-
tions sur les épaules, ils saluent un 
à un le cheikh Mufarah Buhaibeh, 
chef de la 26e brigade d’infanterie, 
assis dans son grand salon orné de 
coussins et de tapis argentés.

Beaucoup sont des adolescents, 
âgés de 13 ans, 15 ans tout au plus. 
Les mines sont graves, marquées 

par sept années de défense achar-
née des plaines sèches et des mon-
tagnes inhospitalières alentour. 
« Nous sommes de valeureux dé-

fenseurs et nous ne laisserons pas 
les houthistes entrer sur notre ter-
ritoire. On se battra jusqu’à notre 
dernier souffle », marmonne le chef 
de tribu, 65 ans mais la poignée de 
main encore ferme, qui a perdu 
quatre de ses six fils depuis le dé-
but de la guerre.

Les tribus forment une cein-
ture de sécurité autour de Marib 
et sont donc en première ligne 
des violents affrontements avec 
les rebelles houthistes. Enfants et 
adolescents participent à l’effort 
de guerre, faisant parfois face sur 
les lignes de fronts à d’autres du 
même âge qu’eux. Abdallah Ali Al 
Fajaghamy, soldat au visage 
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De nombreux enfants sont recrutés parmi les tribus pour rejoindre l’armée. 
Mattia Velati pour La Croix

Au Yémen, une guerre 
inextricable (3/3)    

Si deux tiers des enfants-soldats 
se battent pour les houthistes, 
l’autre tiers serait déployé sur 
le front par le gouvernement et 
la coalition dirigée par l’Arabie 
saoudite. PPP
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OUTGUNNED UKRAINE FENDS OFF ATTACKS

MYKOLAIV, Ukraine — The re-
mains of a Russian Tigr fighting
vehicle sat smoldering on the side
of the road, as Ukrainian troops
lounged outside their trenches
smoking cigarettes. Nearby, a
group of local villagers was tinker-
ing with a captured T-90 tank, try-
ing to get it running again so that
the Ukrainian Army might put it
to use.

For three days, Russian forces
had fought to take Mykolaiv, but
by Sunday, Ukrainian troops had
driven them back from the city
limits and retaken the airport,
halting the Russian advance
along the Black Sea, at least tem-
porarily.

“Few expected such strength
from our people because, when
you haven’t slept for three days,
and when you only have one dry
ration because the rest burned up,
when it’s negative temperature
out and there is nothing to warm
you, and when you are constantly
in the fight, believe me, it is physi-
cally very difficult,” an exhausted
Col. Sviatoslav Stetsenko, of the
Ukrainian Army’s 59th Brigade,
said in an interview. “But our peo-
ple endured this.”

Taking Mykolaiv remains a key
objective for Russian forces, and
the thwomp of artillery in the dis-
tance on Sunday suggested that
the Ukrainians had not pushed
them back that far. But the unex-
pected Ukrainian success of de-
fending this critical port, about 65
miles from Odessa, underscores
two emerging trends in the war.

Russia’s failure to seize Myko-
laiv and other cities quickly, as
President Vladimir V. Putin of
Russia appears to have intended,
is largely a function of its mili-
tary’s faltering performance. Rus-
sian forces have suffered from lo-
gistical snafus, baffling tactical
decisions and low morale.

But it is the fierce and, accord-
ing to many analysts, unexpect-
edly capable defense by Ukrain-
ian forces, who are significantly
outgunned, that has largely
stalled the Russian advance and,
for now, prevented Mykolaiv from
falling into Russian hands.

For three days, troops from the
Ukrainian Army’s 59th Brigade,
together with other military and
territorial defense units, have
been defending Mykolaiv from
Russian attack along several
fronts, facing down punishing ar-
tillery barrages, helicopter at-
tacks and rocket strikes, some of
which have hit civilian neighbor-
hoods.

Civilians elsewhere in Ukraine
on Sunday bore the brunt of an un-
relenting Russian assault. For the
second day in a row, Ukrainians 

But Its Control of
Black Sea Line

Is Tenuous

By MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ

Above, Ukrainian soldiers rushed to aid a family hit by Russian mortar fire on Sunday in the vil-
lage of Irpen, but there was little to be done. Below, a Ukrainian soldier ran to check on the family.
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Continued on Page A5

LVIV, Ukraine — Four days af-
ter Russia began dropping artil-
lery shells on Kyiv, Misha Katsi-
urin, a Ukrainian restaurateur,
was wondering why his father, a
church custodian living in the
Russian city of Nizhny Novgorod,
hadn’t called to check on him.

“There is a war, I’m his son, and
he just doesn’t call,” Mr. Katsiurin,
who is 33, said in an interview. So,
Mr. Katsiurin picked up the phone
and let his father know that
Ukraine was under attack by Rus-
sia.

“I’m trying to evacuate my chil-
dren and my wife — everything is
extremely scary,” Mr. Katsiurin
told him.

He did not get the response he
expected. His father, Andrei, did-
n’t believe him.

“No, no, no, no stop,” Mr. Katsi-
urin said of his father’s initial re-
sponse.

“He started to tell me how the
things in my country are going,”
said Mr. Katsiurin, who converted
his restaurants into volunteer
centers and is temporarily staying
near Ternopil, a city in western
Ukraine. “He started to yell at me
and told me: ‘Look, everything is
going like this. They are Nazis.’”

As Ukrainians deal with the
devastation of the Russian attacks
in their homeland, many are also
encountering a confounding and
almost surreal backlash from fam-
ily members in Russia, who refuse
to believe that Russian soldiers
could bomb innocent people, or 

Talking to Relatives in Russia,
Ukrainians Hear, ‘What War?’

By VALERIE HOPKINS

MEDYKA, Poland — Iryna
Dukhota has been married to her
husband for 26 years. She met him
when they were young, as he was
riding his bike through her neigh-
borhood in Kyiv, Ukraine’s capital.

But a few days ago, on a gray,
windswept morning, with thou-
sands of people rushing around
them, the couple stood at the
Ukraine-Poland border, lips quiv-
ering. After all these years, it was
time to say goodbye.

“I told him ‘I love you’ and ‘We
will see each other soon,’” Ms.
Dukhota said, her eyes pooling.

Now, she says, she does not
know when or even if she will ever
see him again.

As the Russian Army bears
down on Ukraine from the north,
south and east, a mass migration

of millions of civilians is gathering
like a storm over the plains.

But the international border
gates are a painful filter, splitting
families apart. The Ukrainian gov-
ernment has mandated that men
aged 18 to 60 are not allowed to
leave the country, so the crowds
pouring into Poland, Hungary and
other neighboring nations are
eerily devoid of men. It is almost
exclusively women and young
children who pass through the
checkpoints after heartbreaking
goodbyes. The Ukrainian men,
whether they want to or not, turn
back to fight.

Some Ukrainian women re-
ferred to the separations as “a lit-
tle death.”

Painful Goodbyes at the Border
As Men Stay to Fight Russians

By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN and MONIKA PRONCZUK

Continued on Page A8

On a snowy tarmac at Amari Air
Base in northern Estonia on Sun-
day morning, pallets of rifles, am-
munition and other weapons were
being loaded onto one of the larg-
est cargo planes in the world, an
Antonov AN-124, belonging to the
Ukrainian air force. It is an arti-
fact of the Cold War, built and pur-
chased when Ukraine was still
part of the Soviet Union.

Now it is being turned back
against the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, part of a vast airlift that
American and European officials
describe as a desperate race
against time, to get tons of arms
into the hands of Ukrainian forces
while their supply routes are still
open. Scenes like this, reminiscent
of the Berlin airlift — the famed
race by the Western allies to keep
West Berlin supplied with essen-
tials in 1948 and 1949 as the Soviet
Union sought to choke it off — are
playing out across Europe.

In less than a week, the United
States and NATO have pushed
more than 17,000 antitank weap-
ons, including Javelin missiles,
over the borders of Poland and Ro-
mania, unloading them from giant
military cargo planes so they can
make the trip by land to Kyiv, the
Ukrainian capital, and other ma-
jor cities. So far, Russian forces
have been so preoccupied in other
parts of the country that they have
not targeted the arms supply
lines, but few think that can last.

But those are only the most visi-
ble contributions. Hidden away on
bases around Eastern Europe,
forces from United States Cyber
Command known as “cybermis-
sion teams” are in place to inter-
fere with Russia’s digital attacks
and communications — but meas-
uring their success rate is diffi-

Weapons Flow
From the West
In a Vast Airlift
This article is by David E. Sanger,

Eric Schmitt, Helene Cooper, Julian
E. Barnes and Kenneth P. Vogel. IRPIN, Ukraine — The bridge

was just a skeleton of its old self,
blown up days earlier by Ukrain-
ian soldiers intent on slowing the
Russian advance on the capital,
Kyiv, but battered as it was, it of-
fered a lifeline to civilians desper-
ate to flee the fighting.

On Sunday, as Ukrainian refu-
gees were milling near the en-
trance to the structure, calculat-
ing their odds of making it safely
over the Irpin River, a family
laden with backpacks and a blue
roller suitcase decided to chance
it.

The Russian mortar hit just as
they made it across into Kyiv.

A cloud of concrete dust lofted
into the morning air. When it set-
tled, Ukrainians could be seen
running madly from the scene.
But not the family. A mother and
her two children lay still on the
roadway, along with a family
friend.

Russia’s president, Vladimir V.
Putin, has repeatedly denied that
his forces are targeting civilians
fleeing battle zones. He did so
again on Sunday, a day after a rail-
road track used to evacuate
Ukrainians came under fire.

But only a handful of Ukrainian
troops were near the bridge when
mortar shells began raining down.
The soldiers there were not en-
gaged in combat but in helping
refugees carry their children and
luggage toward the capital.

“The military is the military and
that is one thing,” one soldier said
bitterly. “But these are civilians,
people who waited until the last
moment.”

The attack at the bridge was
witnessed by a New York Times
team, including the photojournal-
ist Lynsey Addario, a security ad-
viser and Andriy Dubchak, a free-

As Shell Falls,
Family’s Dash
To Safety Ends

By LYNSEY ADDARIO
and ANDREW E. KRAMER
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bombardment, and some civil-
ians were being hit as they 
attempted to flee, according to a 
senior U.S. defense official who 
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity under terms set by the 
Pentagon. The official cautioned 
that the United States could not 
say with authority whether those 
civilians were being targeted in-
tentionally.

Efforts to establish evacuation 
corridors for noncombatants 
have faltered in recent days, even 
as the onslaught has left hun-

see UKRAINE on A17

BY ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN, 
KAROUN DEMIRJIAN, 

SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN 
AND JOANNA SLATER

ODESSA — Talks between Rus-
sian and Ukrainian officials end-
ed without a breakthrough Mon-
day, and safe passage from cities 
under attack remained elusive, 
as the 12-day-old war continued 
to create a humanitarian catas-
trophe.

Ukrainian cities including 
Kyiv, Kharkiv, Chernihiv, Myko-
laiv and Mariupol were under 

the vast and fast-moving flurry of 
legislative activity on Capitol Hill, 
where lawmakers have looked to 
couple their penalties on the 
Kremlin with a related push to 
bolster Ukraine with billions of 
dollars in humanitarian, military 
and economic assistance.

In seeking to inflict pain on 
Russia, however, the U.S. strategy 
threatened to have wider eco-

see energy on A18

BY TONY ROMM

Senior congressional Demo-
crats and Republicans on Monday 
announced they had reached a 
deal on a bill that would punish 
Russia for invading Ukraine, as 
they seek to ban U.S. imports of 
Russian oil while further empow-
ering President Biden to impose 
tariffs on the country’s products.

The announcement evinced 

Bipartisan deal reached on bill 
to ban Russian energy imports

BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN

IRPIN, UKRAINE — On Monday 
morning, Oksana Shumskaya 
didn’t know what awaited her on 
the other side of the destroyed 
bridge. Was it death, as it was for 
the four residents of this city 
killed by a Russian mortar shell 
the day before? Or was it escape, 
which she desperately wanted?

She suffered from diabetes, hy-
pertension and a heart ailment. 
Her severe arthritis meant she 
couldn’t walk up steps to take a 
train, or she would have left days 
ago. She, her daughter and their 
cat, Barsik, had not left their 
apartment in nine days. But now 
Russian forces were inside their 

city and the shelling was getting 
close to home.

It was time to flee. “We took only 
the cat and my medicines,” said 
Shumskaya, 65, breathing heavily. 
Her daughter, Julia, carried a 
small wooden stool for her mother 
to rest on. They joined hundreds of 
panicked residents from this city 
on the northern outskirts of the 
capital, Kyiv, who fled across a 
damaged bridge on Monday, seek-
ing to escape the advancing Rus-
sians.

As Russian and Ukrainian 
forces traded shells, many of those 
fleeing were elderly people, some 
too frail to walk on their own. 
Others were in wheelchairs or on 

see kyiv on A12

With little more than their clothes 
and pets, panicked residents flee

ABCDE
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Ukraine’s humanitarian crisis grows 
Few safe escape routes from besieged 

cities; talks remain inconclusive

Heidi Levine for The Washington Post

Ukrainian forces carry an elderly man across a damaged bridge on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine, on Monday. Thousands of people left the 
suburb of Irpin, where many elderly people live, as fighting between Ukrainian and Russian forces reached civilian population centers.
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BY SIOBHÁN O’GRADY 
AND KAROUN DEMIRJIAN

KYIV, Ukraine — Makeshift 
roadblocks have been installed 
throughout this capital to impede 
the movements of Russian troops 
snaking toward the city in a con-
voy about 15 miles away.

On some strategic thruways, 
Ukrainians have parked trams 
and buses to restrict driving ac-
cess. Checkpoints to inspect IDs 
have also been established to root 
out would-be saboteurs. “We have 
a lot of presents” for the Russians, 
Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko said 
in an interview. “It’s not sweet. It’s 
very painful.”

The extended 40-mile parade 
of Russian armored vehicles, 

see convoy on A18

While menacing, 
a stalled   convoy 
also motivates 
resistance in Kyiv 
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who for generations fit the small-
government, light-regulation 
ethic that guided political life 
here.

No longer.
The combination of Califor-

nia’s pandemic-prompted mask 
regulations and President Don-
ald Trump’s reelection loss have 
fused together a conservative 
group of angry mothers, militia 
leaders and disaffected Republi-
cans adrift in a blue state. Trump-
ists are voting out Trumpists. 
Veteran Republican politicians 
are seeing their terms cut short.

Last month, the movement 
successfully recalled a Republi-
can member of the Shasta County 
Board of Supervisors, a Redding 
native and former police chief. 

see redding on A4

In  deep-blue  Calif., far-right militia groups have a hold 

BY SCOTT WILSON

REDDING, Calif. — The far right 
is rising in the ranchland of 
Northern California, using spe-
cial elections and veiled intimi-
dation to spread political influ-
ence across a historically con-
servative region of this deeply 
liberal state.

The movement is rooted here 
in Shasta County and includes 
the support of a roughly decade-
old militia. The gains it has 
achieved have come at the ex-
pense of moderate Republicans, 

Recent recall of a GOP 
moderate supervisor

  is a blueprint BY KIMBERLY KINDY 
AND ALICE CRITES

Illinois business owners could 
sue customers who present fake 
vaccination cards.

Oklahoma parents could sue 
teachers who offer opposing 
views to a student’s “closely held 
religious beliefs” — including 
evolution.

And any California resident 
could sue a wide swath of those 
involved in the gun industry — 
from the manufacturer to the 
local gun shop owner — if one of 
their assault rifles or “ghost gun” 
kits is used to injure or kill some-
one. They don’t even have to be a 

victim of the violence.
All three proposed laws, which 

promise awards of at least 
$10,000, have one thing in com-
mon: They’re among numerous 
new bills modeled after a GOP-
backed Texas abortion law per-
mitting citizens to sue anyone 
who helps a woman obtain an 
abortion after about the six-week 
mark — from the doctor who 
performed the procedure down to 
the person who provided trans-
portation to the clinic.

When the U.S. Supreme Court 
declined in December to tempo-
rarily block the Texas law, which 
established the minimum 

see laws on A22

 Parties copying Texas 
abortion ban’s loophole

Melina Mara/The Washington Post

Shasta County Supervisor Patrick  Henry Jones, with a volunteer 
at his gun shop, where the recall movement’s future is promoted.

Sergey Bobok/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images

A member of the Ukrainian Territorial Defense  Forces surveys destruction in Kharkiv. Major cities in 
Ukraine were under bombardment, leaving hundreds of thousands without water, heat or natural gas.
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Présidentielle: les risques d’un scrutin incertain
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pèsent sur l’élection, selon
l’enquête réalisée par Ipsos­
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pour «LeMonde»

▶Macron et Le Pen de­
vraient se qualifier pour le
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Jadot et Hidalgo reculent
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rait atteindre le niveau de
2002, constitue l’un des
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sage politique selon deux
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▶ En baisse dans notre en­
quête, Eric Zemmour tente
de faire de lamort d’un
jeune homme juif à Bobi­
gny un «scandale d’Etat»
PAGES 10 À 15 ET IDÉES PAGE 31
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▶ Les troupes deMoscou
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l’armée ukrainienne
dans l’Est et s’emparer
de toute la région
du Donbass
▶ Les Occidentaux pour­
suivent discrètement
les livraisons d’armes.
Washington a annoncé
100millions de dollars
supplémentaires pour
des systèmes antichars
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le rapport des inspections
générales des finances et
des affaires socialesmet
au jour unemachine à
dégager des profits, quitte
à détourner de l’argent
public et à négliger le
bien­être des résidents
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Dans une charge virulente,
le président ukrainien
a interpellé les Nations
unies sur leur inaction,
mardi, et accusé la Russie
de crimes de guerre
PAGE 5
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«Le droit de veto
ne signifie pas
le droit de tuer»
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Des habitants se sont installés
depuis le début de la guerre

dans la station demétro de Heroiv
Pratsi, à Kharkiv.
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