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ASSASSINAT EN TURQUIE

Ankara, Turquie, 19 décembre 2016. Alors qu’il 
prononçait un discours dans une galerie d’art, 
l’ambassadeur russe Andrey Karlov est abattu 
par Mevlüt Mert Altintas, un policier turc qui 
n’était pas en service. Altintas a crié « Allahou 
akbar ! » Puis il a ajouté, en turc : « N’oubliez 
pas la Syrie, n’oubliez pas Alep. » 
Il a été tué par les forces spéciales turques 
après un échange de tirs. La Russie et la 
Turquie soutiennent des camps opposés dans 
la guerre civile en Syrie : la Russie appuie les 
forces fidèles au gouvernement syrien tandis 
que la Turquie soutient certains groupes 
rebelles.

AN ASSASSINATION IN TURKEY

Russian ambassador Andrey Karlov was 
assassinated by an off-duty Turkish police 
officer, Mevlüt Mert Altıntas, while he was 
speaking at an art gallery in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 19 December. Altintas shouted “Allahu 
akbar” (God is great) and later said in Turkish: 
“Don’t forget Aleppo. Don’t forget Syria.” He 
was killed in a shootout after Turkish Special 
Forces arrived at the gallery. Russia and Turkey 
supported opposing sides in the Syrian civil 
war, with Russia backing forces loyal to the 
Syrian government and Turkey supporting 
certain rebel groups. In the months prior to 
the attack, relations between the two countries 
had developed into a strategic partnership, 
with each curbing their support in their own 
strategic interest.
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